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Summer 2010   Wiltshire Wonderings  

Summer survival guide  ð whatõs on in Wiltshire 

The Walk, 4 km/2.5 miles, 1 Hour, Easy  

 

1. Start 

Turn Right from the car park and Right again on the road 

leading out of the village, in front of Lacock Abbey. Cross the 

river by the raised path. Continue past the waymarked path 

on your Left and take the next stile on your Left, just before the 

chapel.  

 

2. 0.8 km/0.5 mile  

Follow the upper hedge until reaching a walkway over the 

stream with a stile. Cross the stile and walk up the Left edge of 

the field to a gateway in the Left corner. Cross the next field, 

bearing Left to a gateway in the Lefthand corner of the far 

hedge. Cross another field to meet a bend in the River Avon, 

with a waymarked stile. Take care as this stile has a steep drop 

and the ground can be boggy.  

 

3. 1.6 km/1 mile  

Go over the stile and follow the riverbank to a kissing gate in 

the fence by the willow trees. Go through and at the next 

curve leave the riverbank and cut half left across the field to 

finish at the Lefthand of a raised, fenced footpath. A signpost 

is visible where the path joins the river bridge at Reybridge.  

 

4. 2.3 km/1.5 miles  

Cross the river and turn Left at the T junction, following the 

road for a few yards. Turn Left onto a paved path between 

cottages where the road bends. Follow the path across a 

field. Looking back across your route you can see Bowden Hill 

to the Right and Naish Hill to the Left. Turn Left at the kissing 

gate at the end of this path.  

 

5. 2.8 km/1.75 miles  

Continue along the land across a picturesque 18 th Century 

packhorse bridge by a ford (one of the oldest ways into 

Lacock and a good place to wash your boots!).  

 

6. 3.1 km/2 miles  

At the end of the lane, turn Right, leaving St Cyriac church to 

your Left. Pass King Johnõs Hunting Lodge and take the first 

road Left (East Street). Pass the 18 th century lockup and 

entrance to the Tithe Barn. On meeting the villageõs main 

street at the Red Lion, turn Left past the Fox Talbot Museum of 

Photography and take a gravelled path by the road and 

through trees to the car park.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete walk details can be found at:  

www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/dbimgs/Wiltshire%20Walk%

202.pdf  

 A Good Walk  

 

Get in the mood for the autumn release of the latest Harry 

Potter movie with a walk around Lacock, once used as a 

location for some of the movies.   

 

The stunning National Trust village of Lacock takes visitors on 

a journey back in time to the 13 th century with its charming 

houses, majestic Abbey and winding streets.  

 

Itõs a beautiful location for an afternoon stroll and our sug-

gested walk will appeal to all ages and abilities as itõs just 2.5 

miles long and takes in the key sights of Lacock en -route 

making it that little bit more exciting for participants.  

The latest news and ideas from Wiltshire  

http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/dbimgs/Wiltshire%20Walk%202.pdf
http://www.visitwiltshire.co.uk/dbimgs/Wiltshire%20Walk%202.pdf
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Great British Weekend  

 

 Bradford -on -Avon  

 
With the summer in full swing there has never been a better time to enjoy 

a classic break in the UK, and Bradford -on -Avon has everything you could 

possibly wish for in terms of classic British hospitality.  

 

The small town of Bradford -on -Avon sits on the Kennet & Avon Canal of-

fering plenty of opportunities for fun on the water as boats can be hired 

for the day, allowing visitors to cruise into Bath or head back east through 

the stunning Wiltshire countryside.  One of the highlights in Bradford -on -

Avon is the stunning archways of the 13th century bridge which domi-

nates the centre of the small market town.  

 

The town itself is a delightful little place, with many of the properties built 

out of Bath Stone meaning it enjoys that pretty sandy colour that appeals 

to so many visitors to this part of the UK.  

 

Amongst the most popular attractions in and around Bradford -on -Avon is 

Farleigh Hungerford Castle.  Dating back to the 14th century the castleõs 

intriguing and occasionally gruesome history is told through a walking 

audio tour, with one of the main highlights being the rare medieval wall 

paintings that are on the walls of the chapel.   

 

Also nearby is Trowbridge Museum, a fascinating former textile mill which 

provides visitors with an insight into the workings of a mill including a his-

tory of the fabrics once produced here.  Some of the mill looms are still 

working today.  With admission being free itõs a sight not to be missed. 

 

Aside from the attractions itõs the food and drink that attracts visitors to 

Bradford -on -Avon as the town is well known for its excellent delis, bakeries 

and pubs.  One such place is Maples Delicatessen which specialises in 

local produce and is also famed for its handmade chocolates.  The deli 

prides itself on its collection of unusual and hard to find products from 

around the world including rare herbs and spices and speciality oils and 

vinegars.  With a caf® to boost and regular tastings and events itõs defi-

nitely worth a visit.  

 

While Bradford -on -Avon is compact enough to explore in one day, an 

overnight stay is recommended so that visitors can take advantage of an 

evening in the town and enjoy a more relaxed break.  There is ample ac-

commodation in and around the town ranging from country house hotels 

through to luxurious self -catering cottages and quaint bed and break-

fasts.   

 

One such property is Widbrook Grange which sits on the outskirts of the 

town offering charming and informal accommodation in a picturesque 

Georgian country house.  The hotel also offers guests an indoor swimming 

pool and an award winning 2AA rosette restaurant.  Double rooms start 

from £125 per night.   

 

Factbox:  

Trowbridge Museum: www.trowbridgemuseum.co.uk , 01225 751339 

Farleigh Hungerford Castle: www.english -heritage.org.uk/farleigh , 01225 

754026 

Maples Delicatessen: www.maplesdeli.com , 01225 862203 

Widbrook Grange Country House Hotel: www.widbrookgrange.com , 

01225 864750 

Bradford on Avon Tourist Information: 01225 865797  

http://www.trowbridgemuseum.co.uk
http://www.trowbridgemuseum.co.uk
http://www.maplesdeli.com
http://www.widbrookgrange.com
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Autumn is coming - spectacular gardens to look forward to in Wiltshire  

 

Wiltshireõs stunning gardens are kept beautiful year round, from the spring months when all the flowers are in bloom to 

the stunning autumn period when the leaves change from green through to gold, red and brown, displaying some 

truly spectacular colours.   

 Stourhead  

This is probably the most spectacular of all of the public gardens in Wiltshire.  

The stunning gardens form part of the Stourhead estate and date back to 

the 1740õs when the landscape was created by Henry Hoare II who initially 

dammed the River Stour to create the great lake around which the gar-

dens now lie.  

 

While the flora remains the key attraction the gardens contain other fea-

tures such as the Pantheon, Temple of Apollo and Gothic ruins, all of which 

are designed to enhance the surrounding vistas.  

 

Stourhead gardens are truly spectacular year round, especially given that 

four full time gardeners continue to plant, prune and care for the ever 

changing displays.  Whatever the time of year, the gardens offer a different 

vista.  Late winter and early spring sees the arrival of snowdrops, daffodils 

and bluebells while the summer brings colour and scent in the form of mag-

nolias, camellias and rhododendrons.  However for colour on a grand scale 

there is no time like autumn when the numerous trees including beech and 

the spectacular North American maple send colour into the skies as they 

take on scarlet red colours before finally dropping for winter.  

 

Stourhead Gardens are open year round from 9am to 6pm and are free to 

National Trust members.  General adult admission is just £7.70 and at se-

lected times of year the head gardener offers free tours providing visitors 

with a greater insight into the plants and wildlife.  

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/stourhead  

Bowood  

Like Stourhead, the Bowood Estate is home to spectacular gardens which are 

open to visitors throughout the summer months.  The rhododendrons are what 

most people visit for, especially in the spring, when the flowers are in full bloom.  

However with some 700 trees set around the grounds these gardens too offer a 

spectacular array of colour in the months of September and October.     

 

Dating back to 1792, the mature gardens of Bowood provide a natural escape 

where visitors can enjoy the beautiful landscaping.  The gardenõs key feature is 

the ôGreat Lakeõ which at a mile long winds around the whole estate and at 

one point even feeds into ôHamiltonõs cascadeõ, a 30ft waterfall over an out-

crop of rocks which is set near a small Doric temple.  

 

Bowoodõs Gardens are open annually between April and November with adult 

tickets for the house and gardens set at just Ã8.60.  Childrenõs entry starts from 

£4.85 and there is certainly plenty to keep them entertained while adults enjoy 

the gardens in the shape of an adventure playground complete with a life sized 

pirate ship!  
www.bowood.org  

 

 Other gardens in Wiltshire include:  

 

Longleat: www.longleat.co.uk  

Mompesson House: www.nationaltrust.org.uk  
Abbey House Gardens: www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk  

http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/stourhead
http://www.bowood.org
http://www.longleat.co.uk
http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk
http://www.abbeyhousegardens.co.uk

